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Preface

At the end of the 20th century, concerns and calls for educational reform are quite common in
many countries worldwide with a goal to sharpen the nation's competitive edge, improve the society
and prepare citizens to face the contemporary trends of technology, globalization and democracy of
the 21st century.

In the light of the importance of educational reform to the development of Taiwan, the
Commission on Educational Reform was formed in 1994 to diagnose the problems of the education
system and make recommendations for the future directions. At the end of 1996, the Commission's
advisory report was made public with the recommendations of the following five major directions
for future educational reform in Taiwan: Relaxing educational policies, taking care of every student,
creating more channels for higher levels of schooling, raising the quality of education and
establishing a society of lifelong learning.

Based on the recognition that reforming educational curricula and teaching methods is one of
the concrete measures for taking care of every student, the development of a new curriculum is
indispensable although the curriculum revisions for elementary and middle schools were just
finished in 1993 and 1994 and implemented in 1996 and 1997 respectively. Therefore, the
development of a nine year through comprehensive curriculum started in 1997 and the pilot outline
syllabus for the Gradel-9 Curriculum was introduced in the September of 2000, followed by the
implementation of the curriculum in the first grade of elementary school in 2001. The new
curriculum is scheduled to be implemented in all elementary and middle schools of Taiwan in 2004.
With the debut of this new curriculum, which links together the courses followed by children
through their compulsory education, there will no longer be a sharp division between elementary
and middle school education.

Since this curriculum reform is more comprehensive, compared with the former ones, the
Gradel-9 Curriculum didn't run smoothly but against the fierce resistance by elementary and middle

school teachers at the early stage. In view of this, the Ministry of Education has made every effort
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to advocate the reform, such as communicating with teachers and offering workshops, in order to
enhance teachers awareness and capacity. The publication of the Teacher's Manual of the Gradel-9
Curriculum is one of these efforts.

National Taichung Teachers College was assigned by the Ministry of Education to take charge
of the compilation of this teacher's manual, which should be finished within four months. The time
pressure and the stress made me not dare to accept this assignment at first. However, I accepted the
responsibility finally. The psychological struggle and transition was hard to express, but a fresh
thought occurred to me: if it was definitely necessary to edit this manual, and the other teachers
colleges were able to accomplish this task supposing they were assigned, there was no reason for
me not to accept this assignment and there was no reason for National Taichung Teachers College
not to be able to compile this manual. This thought and this psychological transition experience
reminded me that because most teachers doubted the positive outcome of the implementation of the
curriculum under time pressure and inadequate preparation, it was hardly surprising that teachers
reaction to the reform was one of skepticism or even hostility. However, when such doubt arises
hereafter, why not encourage yourself with these words: If other teachers can make it, there's no
reason for me not to make it. If you make every effort to fulfill your duties with this kind of
psychological preparation, confidence and courage, no matter whether the educational reform will
be successful or not, some positive outcomes will definitely be accomplished.

The Gradel-9 Curriculum is already under way and a society of lifelong learning is around the
corner. We know there's no terminal point for learning and both teachers and students can profit
from each other, so this is the time for all well-meaning teachers to become open-minded, to pursue
new knowledge and to grow with students in order to shape a better society of Taiwan for ourselves
and the coming generation.

National Taichung teachers college
Ching-Piao Lai
March 30, 2003
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